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(57) ABSTRACT

An airfoil includes an airfoil body made of a first metal with
aleading edge, a trailing edge, pressure side and suction side;
a sheath with first and second flanks made of a second metal;
a first layer of non-conductive material adhesively bonded
between a portion of the end of the first flank and the airfoil
body and extending beyond the end of the first flank on the
pressure side; and a second layer of non-conductive material
adhesively between a portion of the end of the second flank
and the airfoil body and extending beyond the end of the
second flank on the suction side.

20 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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AIRFOIL WITH GALVANIC CORROSION
PREVENTIVE SHIM

BACKGROUND

Titanium alloys and fiber composites are the benchmark
classes of materials for fan and compressor blades in com-
mercial airline engines. One reason for the materials being so
broadly adopted is that regulations require an engine in com-
mercial service to be capable of ingesting birds while allow-
ing for continued operation or safe and orderly shutdown of
that engine. Another reason is that blades must resist cracking
from nicks and dents caused by small debris such as sand and
rain. Engines with titanium fan blades as well as certain
reinforced fiber composite fan blades with adhesively bonded
metallic leading edge sheaths are the most common blades
used to meet these criteria.

While titanium blades are relatively strong, they are heavy
and expensive to manufacture. Composite blades offer suffi-
cient strength and a significant weight savings over titanium,
but they are expensive to process. Further, due to their rela-
tively low strain tolerance, composite blades require a greater
thickness than otherwise equivalent metal blades to meet bird
strike requirements. Greater blade thickness reduces fan effi-
ciency and offsets a significant portion of weight savings
from using composite materials.

Blades made of aluminum or aluminum alloy can result in
significant weight savings. However, aluminum alloy blades
are softer and lower in strength than past titanium or compos-
ite blades. Aluminum blades are particularly susceptible to
erosion and corrosion, particularly when it is in contact with
a dissimilar metal, such as a titanium sheath or fan hub.
Corrosion or erosion can lead to crack initiation which could
result in failure of the aluminum blade. Aluminum blades are
also prone to pitting from foreign object damage and sand
erosion. This pitting can impart a local stress concentration
and reduced fatigue capability of the aluminum alloy. A lead-
ing edge sheath made of titanium or nickel can give the
aluminum blade added protection without significantly
increasing the weight.

SUMMARY

An airfoil includes an airfoil body made of a first metal
with a leading edge, a trailing edge, pressure side and suction
side; a sheath with first and second flanks made of a second
metal; a first layer of non-conductive material adhesively
bonded between a portion of the end of the first flank and the
airfoil body and extending beyond the end of the first flank on
the pressure side; and a second layer of non-conductive mate-
rial adhesively bonded between a portion of the end of the
second flank and the airfoil body and extending beyond the
end of the second flank on the suction side.

A method for assembling an airfoil of a first metal with a
pressure side and a suction side with a sheath of a second
metal with flanks includes applying a first adhesive to a first
side of a first non-conductive shim; connecting the first side of
the first non-conductive shim with first adhesive to the pres-
sure side of the airfoil; applying a second adhesive to a first
side of a second non-conductive shim; connecting the first
side of the second non-conductive shim with the second adhe-
sive to the suction side of the airfoil; applying a third adhesive
to an inside of the sheath; and connecting the inside of the
sheath with the third adhesive to the airfoil with non-conduc-
tive shims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 schematically depicts a cross-section of a turbofan
engine.
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FIG. 2A shows a view of a blade and sheath.
FIG. 2B shows a cross-sectional view of the blade of FIG.
2A.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of a method of assembling
the fan blade of FIG. 2A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows an example of a dual-spool turbofan engine.
Turbofan engine 10 comprises several sections: fan section
12, low-pressure compressor section 14, high-pressure com-
pressor section 16, combustor section 18, high-pressure tur-
bine section 20, low-pressure turbine section 22, bypass sec-
tion 24, low-pressure shaft 26, and high-pressure shaft 28. A
portion of the atmospheric air pulled in by rotation of fan
section 12 is directed toward low-pressure compressor sec-
tion 14, while the remainder is directed toward bypass section
24.

Air directed through low-pressure compressor section 14 is
further compressed by high-pressure compressor section 16.
Fuel is added and ignited in combustor section 18. Blades in
turbine sections 20 and 22 capture a portion of the energy
from passing combustion products by turning turbine rotors.
Both fan section 12 and low-pressure compressor section 14
are rotatably linked via low-pressure shaft 26 to low-pressure
power turbine section 22. High-pressure compressor section
16 is rotatably connected to high-pressure turbine section 22
viahigh-pressure shaft 28. Thrust is generated in engine 10 by
the force of the air drawn in by fan section 12 and pushed
through bypass section 24 (less any bleed air used for other
aircraft functions), and by the force of exhaust gases exiting
from low-pressure turbine section 22.

Being designed to pull vast quantities of air through bypass
section 24 to generate thrust, blades in fan section 12 are the
first line of defense for engine 10 and are highly susceptible to
both small and large scale damage from the extreme condi-
tions of engines as well as objects pulled in with the surround-
ing air. Small scale blade damage through pitting, erosion,
corrosion or cracking causes performance deterioration and
increases the number of potential crack initiation sites, while
large scale damage includes blade deformation and failure.
Small impacts can lead to large scale damage by serving as
crack initiation sites. Larger impacts, such as ingestion of
birds can cause one or more blades to deform or break in a
single event. Regulations are in place to limit the frequency
and severity of single event failures because of the increased
risk of emergency landings and catastrophic failure.

Aluminum alloy blades with a titanium leading edge
sheath can be used as a lighter-weight alternative to titanium
and composite blades. However, the susceptibility of alumi-
num alloys to corrosion, especially when bonded to a titanium
sheath (yielding a large galvanic potential), results in the need
for a galvanic corrosion preventive shim (see FIG. 2B) to
ensure that blade 30 is able to resist corrosion, crack initiation
and potential failure.

Blade 30 can be adapted for use in example dual-spool
engine 10 shown in FIG. 1. In addition, the example blades
described below can also be readily adapted for various
engine configurations, including engines having any number
of spools, such as engines with single spool or three-spool
construction and engines that include a gearbox that transmits
drive from a spool to the fan blade.

FIG. 2A shows a view of blade 30 and sheath 42, and FIG.
2B shows a cross-sectional view of blade 30. Blade 30
includes airfoil body 32, root 34, leading edge 36, trailing
edge 38, tip 39, suction surface 40, pressure surface 41, sheath
42 (with first flank 44 and second flank 46), first fiberglass
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shim 48, second fiberglass shim 50, adhesive 524, 525, 54 and
erosion coating 56. Root 34 fits into a disc (not shown) to
rotate blade 30 within fan section 12.

Sheath 36 can be a titanium (including alloys) or other
material with sufficient strength to protect blade 30 in engine
10 when engine 10 is in operation. Airfoil body 32 and root 34
can be aluminum (including alloys) or a similar lightweight
material to provide a lightweight blade without a complicated
and expensive manufacturing process.

Adhesives 52a, 52b, 54 can include a scrim sheet and can
be one of a variety of commercially available aerospace-
quality metal-bonding adhesives, including several epoxy-
and polyurethane-based adhesive films. Adhesives 52a, 525,
54 can be the same adhesives or can be different depending on
system requirements. Scrim sheet can be embedded into
adhesive and provides dielectric separation between airfoil 32
and sheath 42, preventing galvanic corrosion between the two
different metal surfaces of airfoil and sheath. The material
forming scrim sheet is often determined by its compatibility
with adhesive, and can be, for example, a flexible nylon-based
layer with a thickness between about 0.002 inch (0.051 mm)
and about 0.005 inch (0.127 mm) thick, with a nominal thick-
ness of about 0.004 inches (0.102 mm).

In the example shown, airfoil body 32 has a thickness of
about0.150 inches (3.81 mm), first and second adhesives 52a,
52bhave a thickness of about 0.005 inches (0.127 mm)-0.008
inches (0.203 mm), fiberglass shims 48, 50 each have a thick-
ness of about 0.004 inches (0.102 mm)-0.006 inches (0.152
mm) and ends of sheath 42 flanks 44, 46 each have a thickness
of'about 0.020 inches (0.508 mm). Other embodiments could
have different dimensions.

First fiberglass shim 48 is connected to pressure side 41 of
airfoil 32 with adhesive 52a. Second fiberglass shim 50 is
connected to suction side 40 of airfoil 32 with adhesive 52b.
Fiberglass shims 48, 50 are pre-cured. While shims 48, 50 are
stated to be fiberglass, they can be other non-conductive
materials to separate aluminum airfoil body 32 and titanium
sheath 42.

Sheath 42 is connected to airfoil and fiberglass shims 48,
50 with adhesive 54. Erosion coating 56 protects and covers
portions of airfoil body 32 and fiberglass shims 48, 50 not
covered by sheath 42.

Fiberglass shims 48, 50 protect blade from corrosion dam-
age due to contact of dissimilar metals of sheath 42 and airfoil
body 32. When forming blade 30, it is often put through a
number of finishing operations, including heat treatment and
media blasting to prepare for erosion coating 56. In past
blades, this surface treatment could erode scrim sheet and/or
adhesive at the end of flanks 44, 46, leaving portions of airfoil
body 32 near ends of flanks 44, 46 susceptible to corrosion. As
mentioned above, joining titanium sheath 42 to aluminum
airfoil body 32 yields a large galvanic potential between the
metals. As titanium is more “noble,” aluminum airfoil body
32 may be prone to corrosion if connected to the titanium
directly or through moisture. Inserting pre-cured fiberglass
shims 48, 50 prevents the connection of sheath 42 to airfoil
body 32 at the ends of flanks, where corrosion is most likely.
Using pre-cured shims 48, 50 provides a robust barrier of a
known thickness to prevent galvanic corrosion. Shims 48, 50
can withstand media blasting often used in finishing pro-
cesses and can keep aluminum airfoil 32 separate from tita-
nium sheath 42 even in situations where erosion coating 56
has been compromised through blade 30 use, thereby mini-
mizing the potential for galvanic corrosion.

FIG. 3 shows a block diagram of a method of assembling
fan blade 30. Method 60 includes applying a first film adhe-
sive to a first side of a first fiberglass shim (step 62), connect-
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ing the first fiberglass shim with film adhesive to the pressure
side of an airfoil (step 64), applying a second film adhesive to
a first side of a second fiberglass shim (step 66), connecting
the second fiberglass shim with second adhesive to the suc-
tion side of the airfoil (step 68), applying a third adhesive to
an inside of a sheath (step 70), connecting the sheath with
adhesive to the airfoil with first and second fiberglass shims
(step 72), heating airfoil with sheath (step 74), curing adhe-
sives (step 76), media blasting excess adhesive (step 78) and
applying erosion coating (step 80).

Applying a first film adhesive to a first side of a first
fiberglass shim (step 62) and applying a second film adhesive
to a first side of a second fiberglass shim (step 66) can be done
using a film adhesive the same size as the first and second
fiberglass shims. Connecting the first fiberglass shim with
film adhesive to the pressure side of an airfoil (step 64) and the
second fiberglass shim with second adhesive to the suction
side of the airfoil (step 68) is done so that first fiberglass shim
48 and second fiberglass shim 50 are connected to airfoil 32
so that where ends of flanks 44, 46 will fall on pressure side 41
and suction side 40.

Applying a third adhesive 54 to an inside of a sheath (step
70) can be done using a film adhesive with a scrim sheet. First,
second and third adhesives 52a, 525, 54 can be the same type
of'adhesive or can be different types of adhesives. Sheath 42
with third adhesive 54 connects to airfoil 32, with a portion
first and second fiberglass shims under flanks 44, 46 and a
portion of shims 48, 50 extending beyond flanks 44, 46 (steps
72). This helps to ensure titanium sheath 42 does not contact
aluminum airfoil 32, thereby preventing galvanic corrosion.

Next, airfoil 32 with sheath 42 is heated (step 74) and
adhesives are cured to increase the bond strength (step 76).
This can be done in an autoclave which applies pressure to
properly seat sheath 42 onto airfoil 32.

Finally, sheath 42 and airfoil 32 can be media blasted to
remove excess adhesive (step 78) in preparation for applying
erosion coating (step 80). Fiberglass shims 48, 50 have a
thickness such that they can withstand the media blasting,
ensuring sheath 42 does not contact airfoil 32 at the ends of
flanks 44, 46. Erosion coating can be applied to all parts of
airfoil 32 and fiberglass shims 48, 50 not covered by sheath
42. This can help prevent moisture from reaching airfoil 32.

Method 60 for assembling fan blade 30 helps to protect
aluminum and aluminum alloy blades with titanium sheaths
against their susceptibility to corrosion and erosion which can
lead to reduced fatigue capability, especially at the ends of
sheath 42 flanks 44, 46. This protection makes the use of the
desirable light-weight aluminum alloy blade with a protective
titanium sheath possible.

In summary, blade 30 with non-conductive fiberglass
shims 48, 50 protect airfoil 32 in areas especially susceptible
to galvanic corrosion. Fiberglass shims 48, 50 connect at the
ends of sheath 42 flanks 44, 46 and extend beyond the ends of
flanks, providing a solid barrier between aluminum airfoil 32
and titanic sheath 42. This prevents galvanic corrosion should
erosion coating 56 be compromised. The system allows for
use of lightweight aluminum airfoil 32 with high strength
titanium sheath 42.

The above examples of the relative sizes of the components
of'blade 30 is included for illustrative purposes only and can
readily be adapted by one skilled in the art for a variety of
engine and blade designs. The dimensions of sheath 42, air-
foil 32, adhesives 52a, 52b, 54, shims 48, 50 and erosion
coating 56 are for example purposes only and can vary
depending on a number of factors, including the size and
shape of blade 30. The size and shape of blade 30 depend on
the size and operating envelope of engine 10, which is itself
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often selected by the purchaser or end user of an aircraft
utilizing engine 10. The discussion of blade as made of alu-
minum includes aluminum alloys. Similarly, the use of tita-
nium in sheaths includes the use of alloys.

An airfoil includes an airfoil body made of a first metal
with a leading edge, trailing edge, pressure side and suction
side; a sheath with first and second flanks made of a second
metal; and a first layer of non-conductive material adhesively
bonded between a portion of the end of the first flank and the
airfoil body and extending beyond the end of the first flank on
the pressure side; and a second layer of non-conductive mate-
rial adhesively between a portion of the end of the second
flank and the airfoil body and extending beyond the end of the
second flank on the suction side.

Additional and/or alternative embodiments include the
first layer of non-conductive material being fiberglass; the
second layer of non-conductive material being fiberglass; the
first layer of non-conductive material and the second layer of
non-conductive material being positioned to separate the air-
foil body from the sheath; an adhesive layer connecting the
sheath to the non-conductive layers and the airfoil body; the
adhesive layer including a scrim sheet; the first metal being
aluminum; the second metal being titanium; the first non-
conductive layer and the second non-conductive layers being
pre-cured; and/or the airfoil being a fan blade.

A method for assembling an airfoil of a first metal with a
pressure side and a suction side with a sheath of a second
metal with flanks includes applying a first adhesive to a first
side of a first non-conductive shim; connecting the first side of
the first non-conductive shim with first adhesive to the pres-
sure side of the airfoil; applying a second adhesive to a first
side of a second non-conductive shim; connecting the first
side of the second non-conductive shim with the second adhe-
sive to the suction side of the airfoil; applying a third adhesive
to an inside of the sheath; and connecting the inside of the
sheath with the third adhesive to the airfoil with non-conduc-
tive shims.

Additional and/or alternative embodiments include heat-
ing the airfoil and sheath; curing adhesives; media blasting
excessive adhesive; applying an erosion coating to portions of
the airfoil and the first and second non-conductive shims; the
first and second non-conductive shims being fiberglass shims;
the first non-conductive shim and the second non-conductive
shim connecting to the airfoil where the sheath flanks end; the
first and the second fiberglass shims extending on the pressure
side and suction side of the airfoil beyond where the sheath
flanks end; and/or the first metal being aluminum and the
second metal being titanium.

A blade includes an aluminum airfoil with a suction side, a
pressure side, a leading edge and a trailing edge; a sheath to
connect to the leading edge with a first flank to connect to the
pressure side and a second flank to connect to the suction side;
a first fiberglass shim connecting between the sheath and the
airfoil on the pressure side around where the first flank ends to
separate the airfoil from the sheath; a second fiberglass shim
connecting between the sheath and the airfoil on the suction
side around where the second flank ends to separate the airfoil
from the sheath; and an erosion coating on the pressure side
and the suction side of the airfoil extending from the end of
each flank to the trailing edge over a portion of the first
fiberglass shim and the second fiberglass shim.

Additional and/or alternative embodiments include the
first fiberglass shim and the second fiberglass shim being
precured.

While the invention has been described with reference to
exemplary embodiments, it will be understood by those
skilled in the art that various changes may be made and
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equivalents may be substituted for elements thereof without
departing from the scope of the invention. In addition, many
modifications may be made to adapt a particular situation or
material to the teachings of the invention without departing
from the essential scope thereof. Therefore, it is intended that
the invention not be limited to the particular embodiment(s)
disclosed, but that the invention will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. An airfoil comprising:

an airfoil body made of a first material with a leading edge,
trailing edge, pressure side and suction side;

a sheath with first and second flanks made of a second
material;

afirst shim disposed between a portion of an end of the first
flank and the airfoil body and extending beyond the end
of the first flank on the pressure side;

a first adhesive layer disposed between the first shim and
the airfoil and connecting the first shim to the airfoil;

a second shim disposed between a portion of an end of the
second flank and the airfoil body and extending beyond
the end of the second flank on the suction side; and

a second adhesive layer disposed between the second shim
and the airfoil and connecting the second shim to the
airfoil.

2. The airfoil of claim 1, wherein the first shim is fiberglass.

3. The airfoil of claim 2, wherein the second shim is fiber-
glass.

4. The airfoil of claim 1, wherein the first shim and the
second shim are positioned to separate the airfoil body from
the sheath.

5. The airfoil of claim 4, and further comprising:

a third adhesive layer connecting the sheath to the first

shim, the second shim, and the airfoil body.

6. The airfoil of claim 5, wherein the third adhesive layer
includes a scrim sheet.

7. The airfoil of claim 1, wherein the first material is alu-
minum.

8. The airfoil of claim 1, wherein the second material is
titanium.

9. The airfoil of claim 1, wherein the first shim and the
second shim are pre-cured.

10. The airfoil of claim 1, wherein the airfoil is a fan blade.

11. A method for assembling an airfoil of a first material
with a pressure side and a suction side with a sheath of a
second material with flanks, the method comprising:

applying a first adhesive to a first side of a first non-con-
ductive shim;

connecting the first side of the first non-conductive shim
with first adhesive to the pressure side of the airfoil;

applying a second adhesive to a first side of a second
non-conductive shim;

connecting the first side of the second non-conductive shim
with the second adhesive to the suction side of the air-
foil;

applying a third adhesive to an inside of the sheath; and

connecting the inside of the sheath with the third adhesive
to the airfoil with non-conductive shims.

12. The method of claim 11, and further comprising:

heating the airfoil and sheath.

13. The method of claim 12, and further comprising:

curing the adhesives.

14. The method of claim 13, and further comprising:

media blasting excessive adhesive; and

applying an erosion coating to portions of the airfoil and
the first and second non-conductive shims.
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15. The method of claim 11, wherein the first and second
non-conductive shims are fiberglass shims.

16. The method of claim 11, wherein the first non-conduc-
tive shim and the second non-conductive shim connect to the
airfoil where the sheath flanks end.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the first and the
second non-conductive shims extend on the pressure side and
suction side of the airfoil beyond where the sheath flanks end.

18. The method of claim 11, wherein the first material is
aluminum and the second material is titanium.

19. A blade comprising:

an airfoil with a suction side, a pressure side, a leading edge
and a trailing edge;

a sheath to connect to the leading edge with a first flank to
connect to the pressure side and a second flank to con-
nect to the suction side;

a first fiberglass shim disposed between the sheath and the
airfoil on the pressure side around where the first flank
ends to separate the airfoil from the sheath;

10
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a first adhesive layer disposed between the first fiberglass
shim and the airfoil and connecting the first fiberglass
shim to the airfoil;

a second fiberglass shim disposed between the sheath and
the airfoil on the suction side around where the second
flank ends to separate the airfoil from the sheath;

a second adhesive layer disposed between the second fiber-
glass shim and the airfoil and connecting the second
fiberglass shim to the airfoil;

a third adhesive layer disposed between the sheath and the
airfoil and connecting the sheath to the airfoil; and

an erosion coating on the pressure side and the suction side
of the airfoil extending from the end of each flank to the
trailing edge over a portion of the first fiberglass shim
and the second fiberglass shim.

20. The blade of claim 19, wherein the first fiberglass shim

and the second fiberglass shim are precured.

#* #* #* #* #*



